David Dearborn is the Communications Director at the Department of Social Services. I have listed my questions and his answers so I don’t cause confusion. –James Zipadelli
David Dearborn Q&A

JZ - I need statistics from DSS showing how many people are served by this program from the agencies on aging and how many are on the waiting list. 

DD - There were over 900 families served by this program last year;  the waitlist has been as high as 270, but varies since the level of urgency for some families necessitates their placement into long term care institutions and the Connecticut Homecare Program for Elders. In addition, the closure of intake of the program has reduced the number of new referrals to the program.   

JZ - I have some questions about the expansion the General Assembly approved last July regarding this program. One of their provisions was that caregivers would get $7,500 per year for their sick loved ones, up from $3,500 with the old law. 

1. Where does this respite program for Alzheimer's patients stand right now? Is it still up and running, and not accepting new applicants? When do you think this program will accept new applicants again? 

DD - The program closed to new applications, effective May 11, 2009. However, participants who received services last year could be recertified for services up to the $3,500 maximum (regulations changing maximum to $7,500 have not been revised and put into effect, yet).  The program will not be accepting any new applications for this year based on the status of the budget.  This program operates based on available appropriations and due to the budget deficit, intake to the program has been closed.

2. Has DSS considered asking the General Assembly to revert back to the old law due to state budget challenges? In other words, so that caregivers would have an allowance for their loved ones of $3,500? 

DD - The new regulations have not been drafted so the new limit of $7,500 has not gone into effect.  

Related to that: How much less is your budget this fiscal year, and how does that affect the decisions you make on what programs are affected? 

3. Is there enough money to fully fund the program as it stands right now? How much has been appropriated? 

DD - Those recertified will continue to be covered up to their 2009 levels.  Some have already received the maximum that the program can provide.  The program was appropriated $2.2 Million dollars.  The program will be authorized to spend less than that to offset the overall budget deficit in the state.  There was a $114,000 deficit mitigation reduction.

4. Do those on the waiting list have to re-apply to the respite program? 

DD - If intake is opened in the same state fiscal year in which they originally applied, then they do not need to complete additional paperwork.  If intake is opened in a different year, then these clients would need to recertify their eligibility in order to receive services.

      5. What other options do caregivers have (besides the respite program) who are on the waiting list? 

DD - Clients on the waiting list may be eligible for the Connecticut Home Care Program for Elders or the National Family Caregiver Support Program if they meet the income, asset, and age requirements.  If they have some $ of their own they could purchase care from homecare agencies or adult day care centers. 

